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News Release

tScheme and BT Ignite sign tScheme Registered Applicant Agreement

In recognition of the commitment BT Ignite has made to complete the tScheme Approval process for its Trust Services portfolio, tScheme has accepted a formal request from BT Ignite for the grant of tScheme Registered Applicant status. BT Ignite’s Trust Services portfolio includes its range of VeriSign OnSite, Global Server Certificate and Secure Server Certificate services. 

Reaching this status brings BT Ignite one step closer to achieving tScheme approval and requires an open, public commitment to a firm schedule, published on the tScheme website. This schedule, leading to tScheme approval for one or more of the elements of BT Ignite’s Trust Services portfolio in early 2002, is contained in a formal agreement with tScheme. In signing this agreement, BT Ignite has also undertaken to subscribe to the tScheme Code of Conduct throughout the assessment and approval process. 

Stephen Upton, Chief Executive of tScheme, said: “tScheme’s approval process quite appropriately requires significant focus of effort and resources. The grant of Registered Applicant status to BT Ignite provides tScheme with an opportunity to recognise their dedication to completing the process to an agreed schedule – which of course will continue to be reviewed frequently to assess whether their status is being maintained. This is an important indicator of tScheme’s perceived value in the electronic trust services industry, and forms a key milestone in its development.”

David Shapland, head of Trust Services, eBusiness, BT Ignite, said: “Security is a major consideration for businesses when they think about doing business online. At BT Ignite we also see it as the key enabler for eBusiness to really take off and deliver its full potential. It’s the responsibility of all e-security providers to help build our customer’s confidence in the Internet, and we see tScheme’s approval as a key step in this process.”

ENDS

Notes to Editors

tScheme Registered Applicant status 

This does not imply any form of service approval at this stage.

Once a Trust Service Provider is granted the status of tScheme Registered Applicant, it will be permitted to use this description in connection with the specific service being submitted for assessment and subsequent Approval.  Full details will be published on tScheme’s website.  This will permit relying parties and service users to satisfy themselves of any service provider claims regarding tScheme recognition.

tScheme details

tScheme is a not-for-profit organisation whose aim is to increase trust and confidence in electronic trust services. tScheme defines standards of good practice for electronic trust services, evaluates individual electronic trust services against these standards, and awards approval to those which meet the standards.

tScheme is an independent, industry-led, self-regulatory scheme. Its current members represent all of the interests in trust service provision – the users of these services, service providers, technology suppliers, and government and regulatory interests.

tScheme is taking a strong lead in Europe through this commitment to industry-led self-regulation, rather than government-led legislation. 

Membership of tScheme is open to all sectors of industry, and to Trust service users, ensuring that tScheme continues to address true market needs and user priorities.

Details of how to join, contribute to or seek approval by tScheme can be found at www.tScheme.org
About BT Ignite

BT Ignite - BT’s international broadband and solutions business - provides a complete communications portfolio to business and wholesale customers in all major cities throughout the world.*

BT Ignite delivers the entire IP value chain - from e-commerce consultancy and solutions  through to core networks and Internet connectivity with a unique blend of content hosting, application service provision, systems integration and outsourcing capabilities.

BT Ignite has already established a leadership position in terms of traditional measures of route kilometres, number of hosting centres, local sales and service support teams and depth of country coverage.  In Europe, BT Ignite now has significantly more reach than the nearest competitor and delivers its portfolio in over 250 towns and cities across Europe, and to all the world’s commercial centres through BT’s partners, alliance members and subsidiaries. 

* In conjunction with Concert and other partners where required.
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